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Israel: June 2024
God is in this place!

This document summarizes my recent solo 8  -day trip to Israel - Ifyou are a traveler who had planned to go to Israel (or was

with tour guide Yoram Black. The purposes for the trip and in considering it) before the October 7, 2024 incidents, please

sharlnqthls summary are to: ) o y ~ consider going this  Fall. The minimal # of tour groups in Israel

- 90t IndTxKnAKxf 8dAhSXxNOxdhAgeXx3XxUchTt Xight mw makes i theddeal time to méaxithizé what you can
sure before ,but now | know that Israel is ready for h3chdnht &hxUnnShxKnhdheAt gx Knhx[ ASSx Uh
WLl RS AU DS S T LSty = - If you are a pastor or group leader  who wants to take a group

- Guage the environment and attitudes in Israel to ensure Kixf ©dAhShxShKoox OKAdKxcSAttntLxtdxLlhK
travelers are welcome and are not in danger.  All is good & - I XxEUNXxr NOKx UAt Kx Kiix ONccudKxf ©dAhSoaxh
positive where tourists go. 95% of sites are open. continue to pray for the Middle East and Jewish people worldwide.

- Share the reality of Israel today to encourage support for f Kx TAExehxAxuli SAKnNShxKnThxAt gx] igooxch

the nation through tourism, economic support, and
prayers. Israel is united and hopeful for peace while
recovering from tragic attacks and searching for the 120
hostages still missing. Please pray for Israel!

will not come without sacrifice, but He is working in this place.
With our support, Israel can continue to be united in hope and a
positive & peaceful future.

This document was not prepared professionally but simply for providing insight and commentary on the current state of Israel based on )
visitinga sampling U x Knhx OnKhox3xeénKnhox Uhxt GdTASSEXxLUXKUXCSNOxTAt Ext hULUx Sndéys © S
SO our appearance & attire reflects that while we tried to stay cool and presentable. Thanks for the grace in this!

-
o r

Questions to: YGG! We UG YUIWRY

Y — , e_s renewal, res_lllence, anc_j the
; seri people. Itis a

TravelerJourneys.life

als of th
and@shcglobal.net  559.740-9436 Ak



mailto:devand@sbcglobal.net

We share a lot of photos and information here. If you can’t
review it all, please consider this:
1.  Israel needs our support to prevail over the “evil”
ones who want to eliminate Israel as a nation and its
people.
2.  All but northern Israel is living life normally — going
to school, working, socializing, & enjoying the
beautiful outdoors. What is missing is tourism, a
major revenue source for the country. Our friends in
this industry are truly struggling, especially after the
lack of tourism during the COVID years as well.

3. Based on my visit to Israel this month, it is clear that
tourists are welcome and safe in Israel. Except for the
far north (not on many tour itineraries), the country is

quiet. Businesses, restaurants, hotels, and shops are
open and ready to resume service to tourists. Visitors
will have a normal tour experience.
4. Plan your trip, get your group together, book your
flights, and GO to Israel soon. It’s a perfect time to go
while crowds are less...and God is there waiting.

In my recent 8 days in Israel on my 12t trip to Israel,

- Inever felt afraid anywhere in the country...and we went all
over the country.
- I'was never put in an unsafe or uncomfortable situation or felt
like I couldn’t go somewhere.
- Ididn’t see any violence or feel any tension among people, only
sadness for the evil & hopefulness for the future. There was no
soldier presence in the places we went as it wasn’t necessary.
- Israeli’s were welcoming, kind, and appreciative of my visit. I
truly felt like I was home, just like I always do.
- I felt God there, protecting me and Israel, from the evil around
it. His will will prevail and I know He cares.
- My belief in Faith over Fear was tested and Faith won out,
completely and without doubt, every single day.

I’'m so glad I went! It’s time for Christians to return to Israel in
support of their mission of peace in the Middle East and to embrace
our Christian heritage. We rely on the Bible as the basis of our faith

and it’s time for us to act on that faith in support of our Biblical
growth through travel in the Holy Land.



Our itinerary visits sites between the red lines and
Background: will have an option to not go near the Gaza border
My solo trips are = . e
generally to: Map of our itinerary w~|th__ _
inaccessible sites i 6.9

- Explore new sites
for future itineraries

- Continue visiting
unique Israel )
national parks Al o JS

- Grow relationships o 4
with travel partners

......

On this trip, | pursued
all of these objectives,
focusing on WHERE we 1
could & could not go in Tel AQaafo &l vl
Israel with a tour group { ¢
now. The only sites on

our itinerary we cannot

go (at this time) are Mt.

Bental & Caesarea

Philippi in the far north

but we are substituting

other related sites. Not |
all sites shown in '
photos are on our
itinera :
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

What a joy to be
in Jerusalem with
no crowds but it
Is also sad to talk
with our
restaurant &
merchant friends
like Basti who
have no business
and to see the
lack of activity
throughout the
city. Volunteers
are here working
and the city is
beautiful, as
always.

Soldiers always
stand guard at
Station #4 on the
Via Dolorosa.

Videos are bordered in RED.

Click then open video.


https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts

Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Garden
Tomb, Pilates
Court, and the
Via Dolorosa are
all sites from
Bible stories
that we explore
and learn in
depth about
while visiting
Jerusalem.
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Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

The Church of the
Holy Sepulcher Mt
is very unusual for
the courtyard to be
empty. Visitors
usually wait 2 -3
hours to visit this
church, presumed
site of Golgotha,
and can barely
move around
inside. Itis
amazing to see all
the details with
few others around.
This is a highlight
of our trip and
there is quite a
story around who
manages this
church.




Day 1

Jerusalem!

The famous

Western Wall or

Kotel where the

religious come

to pray, men &

women

separated but

open to all who

ehSnhuhwxf KOOSXx DU X
peaceful here &

safe, a site to

truly worship,

give thanks, &

cdAgehuvht x Knhx
flowers are
welcoming!

Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

The Room of the
Last Supper or
the Upper Room
is significant to
the story of the

life. It also sits
atop the Tomb of
King David (no
pictures allowed
there) and is a
beautiful site to
visit and reflect
on all that
transpired

there.

Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

The Garden of

Gethsemane,

the Church of

All Nations, the

Eastern Gate M

SO many

significant

places are

present in this

OCUKXAt gxnKOSOX
amazing to learn

how they all

connect through

Jesus stories. It

was so quiet and

peaceful here!

Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

The Church of

St. Anne, my

favorite church

noxf O9dAh Sexf ouwh
never been

Inside it alone

and it was

breathtaking &

serene. Even the

abbey cat is

lonely. Bethesda

IS next to this

church and we

learn about

miracles

performed

there.

Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 1
Jerusalem!

Visiting the Mt.
of Olives, the
Palm Sunday
Tralil, the
Church of St.
Peter of
Galicantu (the
dungeon where
Jesus spent his
last night), and
so much more
surrounding
Jerusalem is a
blessing! We
talked with a
few tourists,
mostly from the
Philippines, but
all was quiet in
the land.
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Videos are bordered in RED.
Click then open video.
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Day 2

Today, we

visited the areas
near Gaza that
were impacted
on October 7 " M
Ofakim, Sderot,

u 6 I Az, Nova
music festival
site, u o I A
7hohdnhxuneeN
AhonThxAt gx Knh
burned car Sderot
memorial. The

grief was

intense but

Israel has

rallied in

defense of its

nation and

hostages. The

resulting murals

are amazing. |

was blessed to

Ofakim

; share in this.

Rachel's house

Rachel is
the
mother
that
offered
food to
the
terrorists
B to buy
time for
« her
family.

Bombed Sderot police statién

to kill
terrorists
inside

location

Oshri - IDF special forces

defending Sderot from

| klndergarten facing Gaza =




Day 2 :-};‘ Road 232 - terrorists burned

vehicles leaving party through

Statistics:
Ofakim (City of
Heroes, 20 miles
from border) M4
terrorists died, 56
civilians & police
died.

Sderot M17
terrorists died, 12
police died, bus of
pensioners and
other civilians died,
70% of residents are

back.

u o Axz M79

killed, 18 kidnapped,

major restoration

needed. Nova p
uneeNK* X3E32hohdn xt
hostages, 26 died ;
Nova M364 died, 380
burned cars, 1600 -
shot.

unee NK#*grehih o nTx
to Nova Mresidents

displaced to Tel Aviv

Moshav Netiv
HaAsara MPeace
Wall is intact,
residents evacuated

£5> v "
_ Aner Shapira - tossed 7 grenades back until
, 8th killed him. saved 7 people.

Nova - a tree planted for every
victim |

|



Day 2

Note the theme
of anemone
poppies at Nova
and this vehicle
compound as
symbol of

f 9dAhS69xdht hUOAShx
resilience, and
vibrant spirit to
overcome the
hatred that

attacked their
nation.




