
This document summarizes my recent solo 8 -day trip to Israel 
with tour guide Yoram Black. The purposes for the trip and in 
sharing this summary are to:
- 9ŭťľŉƋŤҳƘņĀƘҳfƏƋĀħŞҳŉƏҳƋħĀġƸҳԇҳŭƈħťҳľŭƋҳƘŭƝƋŉƏŤҹҳfҳƲĀƏťӧƘҳ

sure before but now I know that Israel is ready for 
visitors. They need us there and it is safe.

- Guage the environment and attitudes in Israel to ensure 
travelers are welcome and are not in danger. All is good & 
positive where tourists go. 95% of sites are open.

- Share the reality of Israel today to encourage support for 
the nation through tourism, economic support, and 
prayers. Israel is united and hopeful for peace while 
recovering from tragic attacks and searching for the 120 
hostages still missing. Please pray for Israel!

- If you are a traveler who had planned to go to Israel (or was 
considering it) before the October 7, 2024 incidents, please 
consider going this Fall . The minimal # of tour groups in Israel 
right now makes it the ideal time to maximize what you can 
ħƷƈħƋŉħťěħҳƲņŉŞħҳƘņħƋħҽĀťġҳƘņħҳ[ĀŞŞҳƲħĀƘņħƋҳŉƏҳĿƋħĀƘҾ

- If you are a pastor or group leader  who wants to take a group 
ƘŭҳfƏƋĀħŞҺҳŞħƘӧƏҳƏƘĀƋƘҳƈŞĀťťŉťĿҳŭƋҳĿħƘҳťħƲҳġĀƘħƏҳŭťҳƘņħҳƏěņħġƝŞħҹ

- fľҳƸŭƝҳŗƝƏƘҳƲĀťƘҳƘŭҳƏƝƈƈŭƋƘҳfƏƋĀħŞӧƏҳħľľŭƋƘƏҳľŭƋҳƈħĀěħҺҳƈŞħĀƏħҳ
continue to pray for the Middle East and Jewish people worldwide. 
fƘҳŤĀƸҳęħҳĀҳưŭŞĀƘŉŞħҳƘŉŤħҳĀťġҳ]ŭġӧƏҳƈħƋľħěƘҳƈŞĀťҳľŭƋҳfƏƋĀħŞҳƘŭҳƈƋħưĀŉŞҳ
will not come without sacrifice, but He is working in this place. 
With our support, Israel can continue to be united in hope and a 
positive & peaceful future.

ÑőĲШƓŸƓƓǃШċŰĲůŸŰĲШŔƚШfƚƖċĲũќƚШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШŉũŸƽĲƖШ
& symbolizes renewal, resilience, and the 
vibrant spirit of the Israeli people. It is a 

prominent element in the memorials of the 
October 7th attacks.

Questions to: 
Debbie Winsett

TravelerJourneys.life
devand@sbcglobal.net       559.740-9436

This document was not prepared professionally but simply for providing insight and commentary on the current state of Israel based on 
visiting a sampling  ŭľҳƘņħҳƏŉƘħƏҳԇҳěŉƘŉħƏҳƲħҳťŭƋŤĀŞŞƸҳĿŭҳƘŭҳƈŞƝƏҳŤĀťƸҳťħƲҳƏŉƘħƏҳƲħӧġҳŞŉŚħҳƘŭҳưŉƏŉƘҳŉťҳƘņħҳľƝƘƝƋħҹҳfƘҳƲĀƏҳc§ÑҳĀťġҳƲŉťġƸҳŤŭƏƘҳdays 

so our appearance & attire reflects that while we tried to stay cool and presentable. Thanks for the grace in this!

Debbie Winsett, Holy Land 
Travel Leader with 

TravelerJourneys.life  &
Yoram Black, tour guide with 

AIT/IGT, in Israel
June 11 2024 ,18 ן

mailto:devand@sbcglobal.net




Background:
My solo trips are 
generally to:
- Explore new sites 

for future itineraries
- Continue visiting 

unique Israel 
national parks

- Grow relationships 
with travel partners

On this trip, I pursued 
all of these objectives, 
focusing on WHERE we 
could & could not go in 
Israel with a tour group 
now. The only sites on 
our itinerary we cannot 
go (at this time) are Mt. 
Bental  & Caesarea 
Philippi in the far north 
but we are substituting 
other related sites. Not 
all sites shown in 
photos are on our 
itinerary.

Map of our itinerary with 
inaccessible sites ñӧġ.

Our itinerary visits sites between the red lines and 
will have an option to not go near the Gaza border .



Day 1

Jerusalem!

What a joy to be 
in Jerusalem with 
no crowds but it 
is also sad to talk 
with our 
restaurant & 
merchant friends 
like Basti who 
have no business 
and to see the 
lack of activity 
throughout the 
city. Volunteers 
are here working  
and the city is 
beautiful, as 
always.
Soldiers always 
stand guard at 
Station #4 on the 
Via Dolorosa.

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Garden 
Tomb, Pilates 
Court, and the 
Via Dolorosa are 
all sites from 
Bible stories 
that we explore 
and learn in 
depth about 
while visiting 
Jerusalem.

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher Ӎ it 
is very unusual for 
the courtyard to be 
empty. Visitors 
usually wait 2 -3 
hours to visit this 
church, presumed 
site of Golgotha, 
and can barely 
move around 
inside. It is 
amazing to see all 
the details with 
few others around. 
This is a highlight 
of our trip and 
there is quite a 
story around who 
manages this 
church.



Day 1

Jerusalem!

The famous 
Western Wall or 
Kotel where the 
religious come 
to pray, men & 
women 
separated but 
open to all who 
ęħŞŉħưħҹҳfƘӧƏҳƏŭҳ
peaceful here & 
safe, a site to 
truly worship, 
give thanks, & 
ƈƋĀƸҽħưħťҳƘņħҳ
flowers are 
welcoming!

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Room of the 
Last Supper or 
the Upper Room 
is significant to 
the story of the 
ħťġҳŭľҳsħƏƝƏӧҳ
life. It also sits 
atop the Tomb of 
King David (no 
pictures allowed 
there) and is a 
beautiful site to 
visit and reflect 
on all that 
transpired 
there.

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Garden of 
Gethsemane, 
the Church of 
All Nations, the 
Eastern Gate Ӎ 
so many 
significant 
places are 
present in this 
ƏƈŭƘҳĀťġҳŉƘӧƏҳ
amazing to learn 
how they all 
connect through 
Jesus stories. It 
was so quiet and 
peaceful here!

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

The Church of 
St. Anne, my 
favorite church 
ŉƏҳfƏƋĀħŞҾҳfӧưħҳ
never been 
inside it alone 
and it was 
breathtaking & 
serene. Even the 
abbey cat is 
lonely. Bethesda 
is next to this 
church  and we 
learn about 
miracles 
performed 
there.

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 1

Jerusalem!

Visiting the Mt. 
of Olives, the 
Palm Sunday 
Trail, the 
Church of St. 
Peter of 
Galicantu  (the 
dungeon where 
Jesus spent his 
last night), and 
so much more 
surrounding 
Jerusalem is a 
blessing! We 
talked with a 
few tourists, 
mostly from the 
Philippines, but 
all was quiet in 
the land.

Videos are bordered in RED. 
Click here then open video.

https://www.travelerjourneys.life/debbie-s-thoughts


Day 2

Today, we 
visited the areas 
near Gaza that 
were impacted 
on October 7 th  Ӎ 
Ofakim, Sderot, 
uӧľĀƋ Azza, Nova 
music festival 
site, uӧľĀƋ 
7ħӧħƋŉҺҳuŉęęƝƘǂҳ
ÅħӧŉŤҺҳĀťġҳƘņħҳ
burned car 
memorial. The 
grief was 
intense  but 
Israel has 
rallied in 
defense of its 
nation and 
hostages. The 
resulting murals 
are amazing. I 
was blessed to 
share in this.

Rachel is 
the 
mother 
that 
offered 
food to 
the 
terrorists 
to buy 
time for 
her 
family.

Ofakim

Shelter

Sderot
Bombed 
to kill 
terrorists 
inside



Day 2

Statistics:
Ofakim  (City of 
Heroes, 20 miles 
from border) Ӎ 24 
terrorists died, 56 
civilians & police 
died.
Sderot  Ӎ 17 
terrorists died, 12 
police died, bus of 
pensioners and 
other civilians died, 
70% of residents are 
back.
uӧľĀƋ Azza Ӎ 79 
killed, 18 kidnapped, 
major restoration 
needed.
uŉęęƝƘǂҳ7ħӧħƋŉҳӍ 32 
hostages, 26 died
Nova Ӎ 364 died, 380 
burned cars, 1600 
shot.
uŉęęƝƘǂҳÅħӧŉŤҳnext 
to Nova Ӎ residents 
displaced to Tel Aviv
Moshav Netiv 
HaAsara Ӎ Peace 
Wall is intact, 
residents evacuated

Nova



Day 2

Note the theme 
of anemone 
poppies at Nova 
and this vehicle 
compound as 
symbol of 
fƏƋĀħŞӧƏҳƋħťħƲĀŞҺҳ
resilience, and 
vibrant spirit to 
overcome the 
hatred that 
attacked their 
nation.  


