
BOOKING FLIGHTS
1. You can book flights however you want to. Use points/miles, find your own, 

use our suggested flights noted for each country, use a travel agent/AAA, or 
ask Debbie for help. You can travel with the group or separately and from 
whatever airport(s) you want to. We list the day & time you must arrive or 
depart and ask that you try to comply with that no matter how you fly so 
we can group airport transfers.

2. We suggest flights that work for the timelines we need to adhere to.  If you 
schedule a flight that arrives or departs more than an hour different than 
most travelers, we may have to charge a separate transfer fee to get you to 
or from the hotel on time. We prefer that everyone is on similarly timed 
flights for this reason, but we understand it doesn’t always work that way.

3. Flight costs vary day to day, week to week, and there is no “sweet” spot. I 
encourage you to book as soon as you can to secure your seat, but you can 
book when you are comfortable with the choice. 

a.  Those going only to Israel can book round-trip.
b.  Those starting in one country and leaving from another should book a 
“multi-city” ticket or two one-way tickets. I prefer one-way unless there is 
a big price savings with the multi-city.

4. If you book an economy seat (cheapest), you can usually upgrade to a 
higher level when you buy your ticket and that is usually cheaper than 
choosing a better seat later. If you need a specific seat type (aisle, window, 
more leg room, etc.), choose that when booking…or let the system assign.

5. You can buy the airline’s insurance inexpensively, but it is optional. You 
should buy it if you are not buying travel insurance, but you don’t need 
both.

6. If many are traveling to/from Fresno for a flight, we will help arrange a 
carpool both ways.

7. Once you book your flight, you must forward the airline’s confirmation 
email to Debbie (devand@sbcglobal.net) as our tour partner must have it 
for planning.

Cela & Doug – see the last pages below for suggested flights for you.

To book flights:
- Set up a mileage account with 

the airline you decide to book 
with so you earn points (or log 
in if you have it already).

- Find the tour(s) you booked on 
the following pages and either 
book those flights or find other 
flights that work with the 
day/time you need to arrive or 
depart.

- Be sure you have flights both 
to & from the US and, in 
Turkey, the one(s) in-country + 
Greece to Israel if going.

Contact Debbie if you need help 
and we’ll get all of you together at 
one time to do this – after 12/14 as 
I will be in Israel before.

Our ministry does not profit from 
any flights you book. 

Please read!
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Please read!

mailto:devand@sbcglobal.net


Acronyms - Airports  Websites

• FAT = Fresno
• LAX = Los Angeles
• IST = Istanbul, Turkey
• NAV = Nevsehir, 

Turkey (Cappadocia)
• DNZ = Denizli, Turkey
• ADB = Izmir, Turkey
• ATH = Athens, 

Greece
• TLV = Tel Aviv, Israel

Turkish Airlines: 
TurkishAirlines.com

United Airlines – 
United.com

Aegean Airlines – 
AegeanAir.com

Lufthansa Airlines – 
Lufthansa.com
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- If you are going to Cappadocia (Turkey Pre-Tour), we suggest you depart one day early 
(9/19/26) in case your flight is delayed and take the flights below. That will incur one extra 
hotel night cost. If you do not want to go one day early, depart US 9/20/26. You must arrive by 
9/21/26 7pm.
- You will also need all 3 intra-country flights shown below.

Choose the price & 
amenities you want.

September 19

You might also find this flight on United also – compare 
cost. Must arrive by 2pm 9/20 (or 9/21 if not a day early).

September 19

Book this also if you 
want to FLY to LAX 
instead of drive.

+ IST – 
NAV
9/20/26

+ NAV – 
IST
9/23/26

+ IST – 
DNZ
9/24/26

These are 
all Turkish 
Air flights 

within 
Turkey, 
around 

$100 each 
but quoted 
in Turkish 

lira.
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Or 9/21 if not one day early



If you are starting in Turkey (no Cappadocia), we suggest this 
flight departing US on 9/22/26.
You must arrive by 9/23/26 1pm to meet the pre-tour group and 
begin our Istanbul tour.

Choose the price & 
amenities you want.

September 22

You might also find this flight on United also – 
compare cost. Must arrive by 2pm 9/19.

September 22

Book this also if you 
want to FLY to LAX 
instead of drive.
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If you are starting in Greece, you will fly into Izmir Turkey. 
We suggest this flight:

Must arrive 9/27 by 
8pm
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9/26/26
9/27/26



If you are leaving after the Turkey 
tour, you will depart from Izmir. 
We suggest this flight 9/29/26 
(extra hotel night in Izmir due to 
no reasonable evening flights):

Another option is to do the 
Greece cruise and end your tour 
in Athens. If you do this, we 
suggest this flight October 2 (no 
extra hotel night in Izmir):
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If you are leaving after Greece, we suggest one of these 
flights:
Leave morning after leaving 
cruise but you will miss free 
time in Athens. October 5

Leave next morning to enjoy 
Athens day (extra hotel night 
cost) October 6
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If you are leaving Greece for Israel, you must take this flight:
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- If you are starting your tour in Israel, 
we suggest you depart US a day early 
on 10/4/26 to arrive in Israel by 
10/5/26 7pm. This will allow you time 
to rest on a free day in Israel though 
we do have activities planned that day 
with the travelers coming from 
Greece. Extra hotel night cost.
- If you cannot come a day early, you 
must arrive on 10/6/26 by 5pm.

Day early
Depart 10/4 
or no day 
early Depart 
10/5
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If you are ending your tour in 
Israel, we suggest this flight on 
10/16/26. We will drop you off 
at the TLV airport about 9pm 
on 10/15/26 in time to check 
in for this flight.
If you wish to take a later flight 
on 10/16/26, we can take you 
to the airport hotel which has a 
free shuttle to take you to the 
airport whenever you wish.

10/16/26
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CELA – book both of these flights AND the three at the 
bottom of page 3

Outbound Return
1. Book a flight from MSY to LAX, probably on 

9/18/26 then stay overnight at an airport 
hotel.

2. Book this flight to join the rest going to 
Cappadocia.
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Choose the price & 
amenities you want.

September 19

You might also find this flight on United also – 
compare cost. Must arrive by 2pm 9/19.



Doug – book both of these flights AND the last flight at the 
bottom of page 3

Outbound                                                          RETURN
arrive IST 9/23 by 1-2pm Depart ATH 10/5 (after cruise) or 

10/6 morning after free day in 
Athens, extra hotel night)
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Or book as you wish considering times to arrive and depart
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